An inositol phosphoglycan stimulates glycolysis in human platelets.
Upon hydrolysis of membrane glycosyl-phosphatidylinositol (gly-PtdIns), an inositol phosphoglycan (IPG) is generated, responsible for multiple biological activities and recently proposed as mediator of the action of a variety of hormones and growth factors. The present study shows that IPG is able to significantly stimulate platelet glycolysis, which represents the major energy producing pathway in this cell system. The activation of glycolytic flux induced by IPG appears to be specific and very rapid even though the molecular mechanism involved remains to be elucidated.